
WHERE ARE THEY GROWN? 

The trees are specially grown on behalf of Worcestershire County
Council by Walcot Organic Nursery at Drakes Broughton.

HOW TO ORDER YOUR TREES:

Please complete and detach the application form and return it with
your cheque made payable to ‘Worcestershire County Council’ to:

The Countryside Centre, Wildwood Drive, Worcester WR5 2LG

On receipt of your payment, you will be sent a special collection
voucher. Please present this voucher when you collect your

tree(s).

COLLECT YOUR TREES:

Take your voucher to Walcot
Nursery, Lower Walcot

Farm, Walcot lane,
Drakes Broughton,

Pershore, WR10 2AL.

Collection can take place
from 9.00am to 3.30pm,

Monday to Friday, and
Saturday’s 10am till 1pm.

You will be able to collect between 
Monday 24th November 2008 and Saturday 28th February 2009.

Whilst we encourage people to collect their trees, deliver/carriage is
possible for those unable to collect or who live further a field. 

FREE HELP AND ADVICE:

A Wider Countryside Officer is available to offer advice or answer
queries relating to fruit trees and orchards on Tel: 01905 766491.

Catshead - An extremely large and beautiful cooking apple.
Originated in England and known as far back as the 1600s. 
A highly prolific cropper with bright green distinctly angular
apples. Fruits are coarse-textured and rather dry with a
subacid flavour, excellent for pies and crumbles. Pick in
October and should keep till January. Pollination group B/C.

May Queen- A medium sized eater raised by Haywood of
Worcester, England. First recorded in 1888, introduced by
Penwill’s. It received an Award of Merit from the Royal
Horticultural Society in 1892. Fruits have a red / green flushed
skin and a sweet flavour, very reliable and prolific cropper
picked in October it is claimed will store until May.
Pollination group D.

Pear

Worcester Black - Also sometimes known as Parkinson’s
Warden, this was one of the most famous cooking pears of
the 16th century. The large red brown fruit should be given
long slow cooking to bring out the sweet juicy flavour. It
stores well into the winter. Can grow into a significant sized
tree. Pollination group C.

Plums

Purple Pershore - Raised in about 1877 by Walter Martin at
Drakes Broughton, near Pershore, Worcestershire. Fruits have
firm, slightly juicy flesh with a subacid flavour. A cross
between the varieties early rivers and diamond plums. Pick
mid to late august. Pollination group B.

Swan - Raised by Rivers nurseries at Sawbridgeworth. It first
fruited in 1885 and was introduced in 1897. This plum was
widely grown in the Worcestershire area. Fruits have very
juicy flesh with a fair to insipid flavour. Picking date mid
August. Pollination group B.

Map not to scale.

Find out more online at: 
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/countryside

Worcestershire County Council Countryside Service



Worcestershire was a county once renowned for it’s orchards and fruit growing. Sadly, in
recent years many of our orchards, along with the traditional Worcestershire varieties
have declined. It is thought that up to 85% of our orchards have been lost in the last 50
years.  

In an att empt to promote and prolong our traditional varieties, Worcestershire County
Council is working in partnership with Walcot Organic Nursery to carefully grow these
locally distinctive varieties for you to plant in your garden, field or orchard.  

Each tree is a one year, organic, bare root maiden. The trees are approximately 1.5m tall
and are suitable to be grown on into larger bush trees or trained into different forms such
as cordons and espaliers. Each order comes with a helpful cultural leaflet. 

For the 2008/ 2009 season, we have selected eight local varieties:

5 apples, 2 plums and a pear.
Price: Apples £14.00 each, Pears £15.50 each and Plums £16.25 each

POLLINATION

Fruit trees planted in a village or urban setting will not usually need a pollination partner
in order to produce fruit, as there will be enough potential pollinators in the area. If fruit
trees are planted in an extremely isolated location, a pollination partner may be needed.

The flowering period is given varying between A – early and E – late. A variety 
can be pollinated by another of the same flowering period or one to either side.  
For example, an apple in pollination group C can be pollinated by another C, or by B
and D.

ROOTSTOCKS

We are offering apples on two different rootstocks (M25) rootstock, which grows to 6
metres + (20ft+) in height, or the smaller (M26) rootstock, which grows to 2-3 metres (8-
10ft) in height after 10 years. In deciding which would suit you best, think about where the
tree is going to be planted and how big you ultimately want it to get. The M26 is best
suited to small to medium sized gardens but can be restricted even more if grown as a
cordon or espalier, whilst the M25 is best for large gardens / fields / orchards. The pear is
on a Quince A rootstock and the plums on a St Julien A rootstock. These will both grow
to medium sized trees.

VARIETIES AVAILABLE

Apples
Madresfield Court - A medium sized eater, thought to have
been raised by William Crump, head gardener at Madresfield
Court near Malvern. It was introduced to the market by J.
Carless of Worcester and received an Award of Merit from
the Royal Horticultural Society in 1915. Fruit is green with
crimson and red stripes and a firm coarse-textured flesh
which is very juicy and sweet. Picked in late September, will
keep until December. Pollination group C.

Betty Geeson (M25 only) - An ancient variety of cooker
thought to have originated from Worcestershire. It was
introduced in 1854. It is best picked in late September but 
will store well into January, flesh is rich with a sweet subacid
flavour and keeps its shape when cooked. Pollination Group
B.

Gladstone - One of the earliest eating apples of the 
summer, thought to have originated in about 1780. It was re-
discovered by Jackson, at Blakedown Nursery, Kidderminster
and introduced in 1868 as Jackson’s Seedling. It was renamed
Mr Gladstone (the then prime minister) after receiving a 
First Class Certificate from the Royal Horticultural Society in
1883. Fruits are crisp and juicy becoming rather soft, with a
pleasant, aromatic flavour. Needs to be eaten straight from
the tree as only keeps a matt er of days. Possibly the earliest
apple of summer. Pollination group C.

Approximate size after 10 years.


