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RE-LAUNCH OF THE BIODIVERSITY
PARTNERSHIP NEWSLETTER

Welcome to the first issue of the re-launched
newsletter for the Worcestershire
Biodiversity Partnership . As before, the
newsletter will cover articles of relevance to
the Biodiversity Partnership, aiming to keep
you informed about projects, events and
people.

The newsletter will be available via the
Worcestershire Biodiversity website:
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/biodiversity/

and a link will be emailed out when new
issues are available. Please let us know if
you have news or articles that you would like
included in subsequent issues.

Contact by email
biodiversity @waorcestershire.gov.uk.
or telephone 01905 766852.

WHO'S WHO AT THE WORCESTERSHIRE
BIODIVERSITY PARTNERSHIP

Coordination of the Worcestershire Biodiversity
Partnership is now carried out by two people
job-sharing.  Alex  Kinnersley (previously
occupying the post as Alex Preston) works the
first half of the week up to Wednesday
lunchtime, and Becky Lashley works from
Wednesday lunchtime to the end of the week.
Becky also works part time as the Ancient Tree
Officer - there is an article from her below on
this topic. We do have individual email
addresses, but for general issues or queries it is
best to use the email address
biodiversity@worcestershire.gov.uk or the
telephone number for both is 01905 766852.

THE NEW BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN
FOR WORCESTERSHIRE — MONDAY 14™
July 2008

All the action plans from the Worcestershire
Biodiversity Action Plan have now been
reviewed - an outstanding achievement by all
those who have worked on the review over the
last 12 months. The new Plan will be officially
launched on Monday 14 ™ July, 10.00 till 12.30
in the Spadesbourne Suite at Bromsgrove
District Counci I. If you have not received an
invitation and would like to attend, book online at
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/biodiversity/booking

Following the launch the Worcestershire
Biodiversity Partnership’s Annual Meeting for
2008 will be held in the afternoon. The
programme for the annual meeting includes a
session on Landscapes for Living, and
identifying which, from the wide range of targets
set out in the revised Biodiversity Action Plan,
should be the immediate priorities for action for
the Biodiversity Partnership.

The next stages of the process will BARS
workshops to input all the new targets and
actions onto the system and prepare ourselves
for the UK reporting round in the Autumn. The
Partnership will also need to decide on its
priorities for the next few years and develop
projects and find resources to deliver the targets
we have committed to.

A document in support of the Worcestershire
BAP is now being drawn up, which Partnership
organisations will be formally asked to sign up
to.



Water Voles receive increased legal

protection

Natural England has announced that the
legal protection of water voles is to be
increased.

Water Voles are one of the UK's fastest
declining mammals - since 1990 it is estimated
that populations have declined by a staggering
90%. This situation is reflected in
Worcestershire - records prior to 1979 occurred
across most of the county, but a survey in 2000
found water voles in Bromsgrove district only.

In 2002 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust surveyed
thirty-two sites in Bromsgrove. Only eleven sites
(approx. 34%) showed positive signs of water
vole activity.

Water Vole Habitat by Paul Glendell, English Nature

Water Voles were not included in the original
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, but an
amendment to the Act in April 1998 gave legal
protection to their habitat. In 2004 a developer in
Wiltshire was prosecuted and fined under this
amendment for recklessly destroying water vole
habitat.

Natural England will be issuing further guidance
on the implications of the amendment in due
course.

For more information on Natural England's
announcement:
www.naturalengland.org.uk/press/news2008/26
0208.htm

THE NERC ACT AND THE BIODIVERSITY
DUTY

The Natural Environment and Communities Act
(NERC Act) received Royal Assent on March 30
2006. The act created Natural England and the
Commission for Rural Communities and,
amongst other measures, it extended the
biodiversity duty set out in the Countryside and
Rights of Way (CROW) Act to public bodies and
statutory undertakers to ensure due regard to
the conservation of biodiversity.

The implications of this biodiversity duty are
covered in more detail in two Defra publications,
one aimed at local authorities and the other at
public bodies. Links to these documents can be
found at:

Worcestershire Ancient Tree Project

With a £50,000 grant from the Heritage
Lottery Fund to boost recording effort and
give volunteer support, the Worcestershire
Register of Ancient Trees now contains
almost 1400 records.

A total of 34 volunteers have attended training
courses with these events being publicised via
the Tree and Parish Path Warden network and
to local authority tree wardens/countryside

staff and their volunteers.

The project is working with FWAG to develop a
training event on veteran tree management for
landowners, and with Natural England staff to
contact landowners in  agri-environment
schemes who have veteran trees identified as
features on their holdings. An event has also
been scheduled with the Hereford and
Worcester Gardens Trust later this year, which
will hopefully lead to their members surveying
trees within private estates not open to the
public.

A project website is currently in development so
that data and resources can be accessed by
volunteers online and a monthly project
newsletter is produced and sent to volunteers
and other interested parties.



authorities with the data required to flag up the
presence and importance of orchards as a
constraint in the planning process; to enable the
TPO process to be used to offer protection for
trees and smaller sites falling outside of the
SWS criteria.

Assessment criteria for the survey of sites are
currently being developed using best practice
from other orchard projects around the UK.
Survey work will take place this spring/summer.
The 3rd biggest tree so far found in Worcestershire . For more information contact

An oak with a girth of 10.4m (photo by John Tilt) Becky Lashley on 01905 766852 or
Rlashley@worcestershire.gov.uk

If you would like to subscribe to the newsletter
or want more information on the project contact
the project officer, Becky Lashley , at the Dates for your diary
Worcestershire Biological Records Centre
01905 759759 or becky @wbrc.org.uk

Monday 14 ™ July

GOING BATTY

To celebrate 40 years of Worcestershire

Wildlife Trust the Worcestershire Bat

Group is this su mmer undertaking
surveys on 40 of the Trust's reserves.

Members of the public are being involved in
the survey work, with bat group members
offering appropriate training.

It is hoped that the results of this year's work
will highlight where further survey is needed.

For more information or to get involved

contact Edward Leszczynski on:
edward@worcestershirewildlifeconsultancy.org

or telephone 01905 754909

Orchard Biodiversity Project

This project is being developed in
partnership between the Worcestershire and
Herefordshire LBAPSs.

The aim is to identify and survey orchards that
are at risk of being lost through in-fill
development, with three main outcomes:
developing Special Wildlife Site criteria that will

allow the best of these orchards to be listed as
local wildlife sites; to provide the planning

Launch of the new Biodiversity Action Plan
and Worcestershire Biodiversity Partnership
Annual Meeting

Tuesday 15" to Thursday 17 ™ July
England LBAP conference, Cambridge

Tuesday 15 ™ July 2 pm

Worcestershire Biodiversity Partnership
Coordination Group meeting — Worcester
Woods Countryside Centre

Friday 18 ™ July
Deadline for Countdown 2010 funding
applications to be at Natural England — for

more information go to:
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/conservation/gra
nts-funding/countdown.htm

Action for Wildlife

Worcestershire Biodiversity Partnership
Coordinators. If you wish to be

added or removed from the mailing list
please email
biodiversity@worcestershire.gov.uk

telephone 01905 7666852 or write to

BAP Manager, Environmental Policy,
Planning Economy & Performance
Directorate, County Hall, Spetchley Road ,
Worcester WR5 2NP




