Action for Widife

Newsl etter for the Worcestershire B odiversity Partnership

Inthsisse....

® Orchard losses in Wor cester shire

® New faces for the BAP Partnership
eBiodiversity benefits from minerals
extraction

| ssue 15

P o il -4

BIODIVERSITY
PARINERSHIF

Qchards in decline

Research conducted MWorcester City Council
on behalf of theWorcester OrchardVorkers
recently discovered the extent of the decline of
Worcestershire’ orchards over the last 100 years.

A comparison oWictorian maps and the most 1
to-date maps proved thaince the 1900s 80% r
Worcestershires' orchards have been lost, @
that of the orchards remaining in the I~ g
1980s, half have since been lost. 4

Traditional Orchards are an import
wildlife habitat, yet are also a fa
declining resource inWorcestershire anu

neglected orchard ifVorcester for the last four
years.

This winter the group are running two courses on
how to prune orchard trees. One is in Kemerton,

south of Bredon Hill, on the 1“7Januaryand
one inWorcester on the 31January

. An apple tree grafting course is also
% being run, on 2% February This
~ will demonstrate how to graft
traditional Worcestershire varieties
of apple tree onto rootstock3.he
courses are free to the public. If you
would like to book a place or find out
more details please contact Rory McClure

i Noble Chafer
currently have no legal protection- hence the on 01905 722 500.

“since the 1900s 80% of
Wborcestershie’s orchards
have been lost; of the
orchards remaining in the late
1980s, half have since been
lost.”

inclusion in theWorcestershire Biodiversitction
Plan. There are several threatened species closely
associated with traditional orchards, such as the
Noble ChaferThese rely on the soft rotting heart
wood of mature apple trees.

The Worcester OrchardNVorkers (WOW) are a
voluntary group who have been restoring a

New faces on the BAP frot

Its all change at th&Vorcestershire Biodiversity
Partnership as the current BAMRnager -Alex
Preston - leaves after christmas for a two year
secondment, and Dave Solly has replaced lan
Bamforth as the new chair of the Biodiversity
Partnership ®ering Group.

Alex is moving to a role as Regional Biodiversity
Manager working for the West Midlands
Biodiversity Partnership.The post involves
working with Regional bodies and other county
LBAPs across théVest Midlands to help raise the
profile of biodiversity at the regional levelex
said -

"I have thooughly enjoyed working for the

Wor cestershire Biodiversity Partnership Worcestershire Biodiversity Partnership Worcestershire Biodiversity Partnership Wor cest



Worcestershie Biodiversity Panership, helped by
the fantastic people that | have worked With

| hope that the new post will@ride me with useful
experience of working at thegional level, which |
can bring back with me to theovdestershie role in
two year's time!"

The post will be filled durind\lex’s absence, and is
currently being advertised.

Dave Solly is WorcestershireWildlife Trust’s
Education Managewho has been working for the
Trust on their education and awareness-raising
activities for the last two year3here will be an
article from Dave in the next issue Aftion for
Wildife

Maximsing the of
Mneral s extracti on

benefits

There is enormous potential to create habitats of
high conservation value at mineral sitéBhe

minerals industry has already had a considerable
effect on the conservation of habitats and species

information on the suitability of the creation of
BAP habitats inWorcestershire and include an
ecological assessment of many former aggregate
sites. The ultimate aim of the project is to raise
awareness of nature conservation restoration at
mineral sites and positively contribute towards the

creation of BAPhabitats inWorcestershire.

Targeting Wrcestershire

Members of the Biodiversity Partnershife&ing
Group met recently to consider some of the cu
habitat tagets in theWorcestershire BAPPart o
the reason for this piece of work was to bring |
and regional tayets into closer alignment, buf
was also felt that, 5 years after the launch o
Worcestershire BAmow would be an appropri
time to be re-visiting the tgets.
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The actions in the curreWforcestershire BARill
also soon be looked at and revised by
Biodiversity Partnership.

the

with many positive benefits such as the creation of eeeeeeeeeeee0000000000000000e

lakes for wildfowl, and deep hard rock quarries that
provide nesting habitat for some of our rarest birds

The evidence at former quarries demonstrates that
mineral sites can support a variety of flora and fauna
and this is reflected in the fact that many former
quarries are now designated as either Special
Wildlife Sites (SWS) or Sites of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI). Many sand and gravel workings and
former clay pits have created valuable wetland
habitats, providing habitat for migratory and nesting
birds and many invertebrates.

Hard rock quarries scattered throughout the
Malvern Hills , Cotswold edge and hills in the west
of Worcestershire now comprise semi-natural
habitats including acid, chalk and neutral grassland
of high conservation value and also provideflif

Earthwatch are ofering fully funded
places on Earthwatch field reseaich
projects for anyone involved ih
conservation education or teaching.
They are also é&&ring Community
Action grants of up to £250

Further information and applicatig
forms can be downloaded from
www.earthwatch.aj/europe/corporatg
communityhtml, where you will alsg
find links to Amerada Hes
Environmental Awards for Secondary
Teachers and Environmenfalards for
PrimaryTeachers 2004.

~

In Brief

and ledges for species such as the Peregrine Falcon. actjon for Widife is edited by Helen Sharman,

A piece of work is currently being undertaken,
funded by DEFRAsAggregates Sustainability
Fund, to improve the understanding of the potential
of aggregates sites to contribute towards the BAP
process, and identify the restoration capabilities at
individual mineral sites. The work will provide

BiodiversityAction Plan ManagePlease send me your
details to be added to or removed from the mailing list.
Helen Sharman, Environmental Services, PO
Box 373, County Hall, Spetchley Road,
WorcesteMWR5 2XG
Tel: 01905 766852 Fax: 01905 766899
Email: hsharman@worcestershire.gav

Website:www.worcestershire.govk/biodiversity
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Acient Trees in Worcestershire

here is nothing quite as awesome as a truly magnificent ancientheandscape, cultural and ecological value of
such trees is enormous, which is why they have been included in the Bioditetgity Plan fonWorcestershire.

There is however a lack of information about veteran trees in the ¢cearayproject has been set up to gather information
on the veteran trees we have leftNorcestershire, recording where they are found, and what condition they are in. Son
recent discoveries have been ancient ash trees at the eastern end of Bredon Hill and ancient lime trees in woods il
Worcestershire.

More help is however needed with this task, which will improve our understanding of the veteran tree resource, anc
threats that they face. Perhaps there is an ancient tree neaywainkire which you could complete a survey form about?
For more information about the survey and copies of survey forms contact Harry Green on 01386 710377 (see also
10 of Action For Widife).






