Introduction

Unlocking the Past has been produced by
archaeologists from Worcestershire County Council’s
Historic Environment and Archaeology Service.

In the pages that follow we tell the story of the people who
have lived in our county since the earliest communities
arrived. The past is brought to life through the many
discoveries made in quarries and from the river valleys and
terraces affected by quarrying.

For thousands of years people have been attracted to the
region by the rich resources provided by the Severn and
Avon Valleys. The archaeology demonstrates that family
groups of hunter-gatherers thrived on these resources long
before the development of agriculture and that local
communities gradually developed a settled lifestyle based
around farms and villages.

The story reflects the great contribution made by quarry

companies working alongside archaeologists
and local communities.
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