Quarrying and Archaeology

People have used quarried materials to build roads and
tracks, banks and mounds, and to provide building
stone since the earliest times.

Archaeological evidence for quarrying in Worcester-
shire is apparent from the Iron Age onwards but quarries
are more readily identifiable in recent history. During the
late 18th and 19th centuries many parishes had their
own pits for extracting sand, gravel and stone. These
can often be located on early maps and through field
names, many of which are still visible to this day.
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Extract from Lindridge Tithe Map, 1840. The location of a former
quarry is indicated by the field name ‘Gravel Pit Meadow’.

Clifton Quarry, near Severn Stoke (aerial photograph © Mike

Excavations at Aston Mill Quarry in the 1980s.
Glyde, 2005).

Up until the middle of the 20th century these small
hand-dug quarries were commonplace but, since the
Second World War, the regular use of machinery has
enabled operations to grow to an industrial scale.

The demands of today’s economy mean that modern
quarries affect large areas of the landscape. This in
turn provides opportunities for archaeologists to
investigate the landscapes of the past.
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