The Mesolithic 10,000 to 4,000 BC

The scene depicts everyday
activities in a Mesolithic camp.
The man sitting on the ground
to the left is attaching a flint

tip to a spear using animal gut
and resin. Another is being
instructed in the art of knapping
(working) flint to make new
tools, perhaps for a hunting
trip. Gathered food, including
nuts and berries, lies in a basket
on the ground. Fish and duck
are being cooked, indicating a
successful day’s hunting. Skins,
such as those drying on the
rack (centre background),
would have been used for a
variety of purposes including
making clothes and shelters.

lllustration produced in association with the Worcestershire
Young Archaeologists’ Club).

About 10,000 years ago, after the last Ice Age ended, the
climate warmed rapidly. Mesolithic (Middle Stone Age)
people lived in a landscape of heavily wooded river valleys
with slightly more open areas on higher ground.

Sometimes these people may have deliberately set fire to
the widespread woodland to create clearings. Within these
open areas a whole range of new plant growth would have
attracted grazing animals. These rich plant and animal
resources were gathered and hunted by nomadic
communities.

Mesolithic people made and used tiny flint tools called
microliths with which to make tips for spears, arrows and
other tools, including blades.

Many of these finds have been recovered from the

Kidderminster area but small quantities of tools have also

regularly been found in quarries across the county such as

those at Beckford, Kemerton and Broadway. The distribution  Mesolithic people used tiny flint
of these finds shows that Mesolithic people made full use of  microliths to tip spears, arrows
the different natural resources which each area provided. and other tools.
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