Neolithic and Early Bronze-Age

The first burial mounds (known as barrows) were built in this
period, along with other monuments, such as henges. These
were constructed using wood, earth and quarried stone.
Such monuments formed a focus for the rituals of life and
death in the community.

The funeral scene (below) depicts a burial in the Early Bronze
Age. It is based upon finds from excavations carried out in
advance of quarrying at Castle Farm, Holt in the 1970s. A
woman'’s body is being prepared for cremation while a holy
man oversees the ceremony. Her ashes will be placed in the
large pot, known as a ‘collared urn’, shown in the foreground
and will be buried within the nearby barrow.

Many such barrows once dotted the Worcestershire country-
side but, centuries of ploughing, has gradually flattened the
mounds leaving only the surrounding ditch and occasionally
the central burial for archaeologists to find.

In some parts of the country, such as at Winterbourne Stoke
in Wiltshire, barrows have survived in a better state of
preservation providing us with a clearer picture of how
imposing these monuments must have been in our local
landscape.
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Bronze Age funeral ceremony
based on finds at Castle Farn
Quarry, Holt, Worcestershire.
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