Settlements

Everyday life near Kemerton appears to have focussed upon
the intensive raising of cattle and sheep. This would have
provided families with food and other commodities but,

more importantly, it produced a surplus of goods which
enabled them to trade with other communities.

Over 4,000 fragments of pottery were recovered along with
other everyday objects, such as loomweights and bone pins.
More unusual finds were mould fragments, from the casting
of bronze weapons, and parts of shale armlets traded from
the south coast.

Animal bones and environmental remains have provided a
wealth of evidence about the food they produced and ate
and the other resources they used.

Bone pin, loomweight and
fragments of pottery
(illustrations by Laura
Templeton).

Weaving on an upright loom

(illustration by Carolyn Hunt).

Plant remains from Kemerton
included pollen from blue
flowered flax. Fibres
produced from this crop can
be made into linen or rope.
Perhaps these early farmers
also realised that flax
produces linseed oil which
can be used as a source of
food and medicine, and as
a preservative.
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