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From about 6,000 years ago lifestyles changed. People began to 
make pottery for the first time and styles of flint working 
changed. Some highly valued items, such as stone axes, were 
traded over long distances. This period is known as the Neolithic 
(New Stone Age).

Neolithic people were the first to grow crops including cereals 
and beans. They also kept the first domesticated animals such as 
pigs, sheep and cows for their meat, wool, milk and hides.

Using fire and axes they created small clearings in the woodland
for growing crops and to provide grazing for their animals.
Gradually, over time, more clearings were created. By the start of
the Bronze Age (around 2,000 BC), when the first metals (copper 
and bronze) were being used in this country, much of the
woodland had been cleared and the landscape would have
looked more familiar to us.

Despite the clearing of land, growing of crops and keeping of
animals, throughout the Neolithic and into the Bronze Age, these
people were not farmers in the modern sense of the word. They
did not live in permanent homes or villages but continued to live
a partially nomadic lifestyle. Hunted and gathered wild food 
remained an important part of their diet. 

Neolithic and Early Bronze Age  
Everyday life near Kemerton appears to have focussed upon 
the intensive raising of cattle and sheep. This would have
provided families with food and other commodities but,
more importantly, it produced a surplus of goods which
enabled them to trade with other communities.

Over 4,000 fragments of pottery were recovered along with 
other everyday objects, such as loomweights and bone pins.
More unusual finds were mould fragments, from the casting
of bronze weapons, and parts of shale armlets traded from
the south coast.

Animal bones and environmental remains have provided a 
wealth of evidence about the food they produced and ate 
and the other resources they used.

Neolithic woodland clearing
based on excavations at
Tarmac Quarry, Clifton near
Upton-upon-Severn.

Neolithic pottery found at
Clifton Quarry. 

Plant remains from Kemerton
included pollen from blue 
flowered flax. Fibres 
produced from this crop can 
be made into linen or rope. 
Perhaps these early farmers 
also realised that flax 
produces linseed oil which 
can be used as a source of 
food and medicine, and as 
a preservative.

Settlements

Bone pin, loomweight and
fragments of pottery 
(illustrations by Laura 
Templeton).

Weaving on an upright loom 
(illustration by Carolyn Hunt).


