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The Mesolithic 10,000 to 4,000 BC

About 10,000 years ago, after the last Ice Age ended, the 
climate warmed rapidly. Mesolithic (Middle Stone Age) 
people lived in a landscape of heavily wooded river valleys 
with slightly more open areas on higher ground.

Sometimes these people may have deliberately set fire to 
the widespread woodland to create clearings. Within these 
open areas a whole range of new plant growth would have 
attracted grazing animals. These rich plant and animal 
resources were gathered and hunted by nomadic 
communities.

Mesolithic people made and used tiny flint tools called
microliths with which to make tips for spears, arrows and 
other tools, including blades.

Many of these finds have been recovered from the 
Kidderminster area but small quantities of tools have also 
regularly been found in quarries across the county such as 
those at Beckford, Kemerton and Broadway. The distribution 
of these finds shows that Mesolithic people made full use of 
the different natural resources which each area provided.

The scene depicts everyday 
activities in a Mesolithic camp.
The man sitting on the ground 
to the left is attaching a flint
tip to a spear using animal gut 
and resin. Another is being 
instructed in the art of knapping
(working) flint to make new 
tools, perhaps for a hunting 
trip. Gathered food, including 
nuts and berries, lies in a basket 
on the ground. Fish and duck 
are being cooked, indicating a 
successful day’s hunting. Skins, 
such as those drying on the 
rack (centre background),
would have been used for a 
variety of purposes including 
making clothes and shelters. 

Iron Age and Romano-British  
During this period the countryside was dotted with numerous 
farmsteads surrounded by vegetable plots, animal pens, 
fields and meadows. Typically each of these would have 
been occupied by one or more families.

Throughout the Iron Age and well into the Roman period 
most people would have lived in thatched roundhouses.
By the 1st century AD some people were building square,
or rectangular houses, sometimes with tiled roofs.

A ditch and hedge, or fence, typically formed an enclosure
within which the houses would have stood. Other buildings,
such as workshops and barns, were also constructed within, 
or sometimes in other enclosures adjoining the main one. 
Occasionally several farms were built clustered together to 
form a small hamlet, or village. 

Reconstruction of an 
Iron Age farmstead. 

Romano-British homestead, based on finds from a range 
of quarry sites.
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Mesolithic people used tiny flint 
microliths to tip spears, arrows 
and other tools.


