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This scene is based on finds
recovered from quarries 
along the Carrant Valley 
in south Worcestershire. 
It reconstructs a moment 
in the lives of one early type
of human, the Neanderthals,
about 35 - 40,000 years ago. 
A group drives hungry hyenas 
away from a dead reindeer. 
The animal will provide the 
families with food for
several days as well as warm 
skins for clothes.

The Palaeolithic 600,000 to 10,000 BC

The earliest period of human activity in Britain is known as the Palaeolithic, 
or Old Stone Age. Early humans were hunters, gatherers and scavengers. 
They used tools, such as handaxes, made of flint and other stone. Most
of the Palaeolithic tools from Worcestershire have been found in  
quarries along the terraces of the River Avon and the Carrant Brook. 
Remains of animals and plants from this time also help us to
understand the environment they lived in.

This period includes the Ice Age when thick ice sheets covered 
Worcestershire preventing people from living here. However, 
during intervening warmer spells, a natural land bridge 
between Britain and Europe allowed humans to travel here 
following river valleys in search of food and shelter. 

Archaeologists have discovered Roman quarries which were 
used to extract sand and gravel to build roads, tracks and 
yards. Iron Age and Roman settlements have been 
discovered in quarries at Kemerton, Grimley, Clifton, Ryall, 
Holt, Blackstone, Broadway and Larford.

There is a noticeable increase in finds from this period, reflecting a 
world in which people had many more material possessions. By the 
Late Iron Age, pottery and other goods were being much more widely 
used and traded. By the Roman period many goods were being 
produced on an industrial scale. Locally salt, iron and pottery were 
the main products and these were widely 
traded across the region.

Coins now circulated and, as a result, 
the money made from selling such 
products could be used to buy other 
goods including luxuries from
across Britain and other parts 
of the Roman Empire.

Iron Age briquetage (far left)
reflects the importance of salt 
production and trade. Typical 
artefacts include locally produced 
pottery, such as the Severn Valley 
Ware tankard (centre) and the 
Malvernian Tubby Cooking Pot 
(above) and personal items such as 
the brooch and glass bead. The 
face pot (top) is a rare and 
intriguing find.

Farmsteads


