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Bronze Age Romano British 2007

Exploring Your Local 
Quarrying Landscape

Introduction
Unlocking the Past  has been produced by
archaeologists from Worcestershire County Council’s 
Historic Environment and Archaeology Service.

In the pages that follow we tell the story of the people who 
have lived in our county since the earliest communities 
arrived. The past is brought to life through the many 
discoveries made in quarries and from the river valleys and 
terraces affected by quarrying.

For thousands of years people have been attracted to the 
region by the rich resources provided by the Severn and 
Avon Valleys. The archaeology demonstrates that family 
groups of hunter-gatherers thrived on these resources long 
before the development of agriculture and that local 
communities gradually developed a settled lifestyle based 
around farms and villages.

The story reflects the great contribution made by quarry 
companies working alongside archaeologists 
and local communities.

Unlocking the Past  is an initiative made possible with a grant from English Heritage
through the Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund. It celebrates, and gives account of, the
many important archaeological discoveries that have been made within quarries by quarry
workers and archaeologists, from the early 19th century onwards.

In addition to this booklet, the grant has given Worcestershire’s Historic Environment and 
Archaeology Service the opportunity to build a website, so that the wider community has
access to the story that these discoveries tell of human occupation in the region from
prehistoric times to the present day.

Our website also provides many links to other heritage organisations, to research and
conservation groups, to schools and universities, to museum and archive collections, and
to local community groups that are not traditionally connected to the world of archaeology.

Visit www.worcestershire.gov.uk/unlockingthepast and click on the following icons to
explore the website.

provides a highly illustrated
chronological narrative of 
Worcestershire’s past as 
revealed through quarrying. 
It maps the key quarry sites 
within the county where 
archaeological evidence of 
human occupation has 
been discovered.

provides a digital copy of
this booklet for you to
download or recommend 
to your friends. 

e-gallery

e-books

provides links to quarry 
companies, regional and national
heritage organisations, community
learning, regional archives and 
museums.

information exchange
provides up to date 
information on forthcoming 
community events and 
community projects. 

events and displays

provides resources for 
Worcestershire’s High 
Schools and Colleges. 
This section of the website 
provides specific learning 
resources for the use of 
archaeology in the school 
curriculum.

schools packs

provides information on the
history of quarrying in your
part of the county. 

quarries old and new


