Worcestershire County Council

= Have you enjoyed
reading this
newsletter?
If the answer is “yes”
please pass it on to a
friend. If you would like
to receive future copies
please contact us on
either our helpline

number 01905 727940
or at

WWW.SWOI’CS.CO.Uk

and we will add you to
our mailing list. If you
have an email address
much the better, we ca
send you a link to an
online copy.
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Information Sessions for Parents

By 2010 the government has stated that all scheitils
offer a range of extended services. The core offiér
include:
A varied menu of activities to be offered beyond
school hours
High quality childcare available 8am6pm all yea
round
Parenting support including information sessions
and parenting programmes
Swift and easy referral to a wide range of spestiali
support services
Wider community access

As part of the Parenting Support element of the
Extended School’s core offer | have been working on
planning information sessions for parents at key
transition points. Research shows that thereimuest

in their children’s lives when parents would benefi
from more information, advice and support in their
parenting role. These times include key childhood
transition points such as starting school and ngtan
secondary school.

| am planning that our sessions will take the fafma
‘Market Place’ where local organisations will pulidie
their services. Giving parents knowledge aboutehe
support services will hopefully mean that shoulg an
difficulties arise during their children’s livese will
be able to deal with them quickly.

For the first phase of information sessions | Wl
working closely with the Extended Services
Coordinators to identify Primary and Secondary
schools across the County to work with. Using the
knowledge of both the Extended Services team and
school staff | hope to pull together local servittest
will meet the needs of the families that attend the
school. These services will come together to farm
Market Place at existing school events such as New
Intake Evenings and Parents Evenings through the
course of the year that parents will already be
attending.

For more information contact:

Galil Blake, Family Information Officer
Worcestershire’s Family Information Service
01905 790560, gblake@worcestershire.gov.uk
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HANSEL & GRETEL SUPPORT
GROUP

SATURDAY FAMILY CLUB
10 am — 12 Noon
At Blakebrook School
(Entrance via rear door of gym/main hall — see
signs)
From March the date will move to the
SECOND Saturday in the month.
Fun for the whole family

PROGRAMME OF ACTIVITIES & DATES

SATURDAY MARCH 10 ™ 2007
Easter activities to include card making,
Chocolate nests and corn-flour play
Treasure Hunt & Outdoor Play (weather permitting)
Use of Multi-sensory Room

SATURDAY APRIL 14 ™ 2007
Planting seeds, face painting, rice pictures
Shaping and baking bread dough (& pizzas)
Use of Multi-sensory room
Pass the parcel & Sing-a-long

No entrance fee charged but donations appreciated.
For further information ring Jane Nott on 01299
832765 or Jenny Picken on 01562 701190.

HANSEL & GRETEL SUPPORT
GROUP

We are a registedecharity providing mutual supp:
and friendship todisabled and special nee(
children and their families in the Wyre Fores
Area. We provide the opportunity for families
meet together and share ideas and experienced
friendships and overcome isolation.For more
information ring either: -

Jane Nott 01299 832765 or Helen Lord 012
405080

COFFEE MORNING DATES

Thursday 22 March 2007
Thursday 28 April 2007
Thursday 2% May 2007
Thursday 28 June 2007
Thursday 18 July 2007

To be held at the bottom end of Sainsbury’s Coffge
Shop
10am — 11.30am

Please come along for an informal chat and a coffge
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What is a Restorative Conference?

A Restorative Conference is a structured conferanadving all people who have
been affected by an incident — i.e. the wrongdiberharmed person, their
parents/carers and/or family members and friendsipporters.

It offers them a positive and effective way to liep@rm and work together towards a
solution. "

Why is it different?

Restorative Conferences give the harmed persoogpertunity to confront the
wrongdoer and ask any questions they may have dbeincident, be able to express
their feelings, and more importantly, have a salyaw they should all move forward.
It allows the harmed person to have a say in theqedings and feel that justice has _
been done.

How does it work?

It empowers people to resolve their own problemgioyiding a safe, structured
environment in which to do so. All those involvae@ given the opportunity to speak
about the incident, how it made them feel and Hoay tvould like to move forward.

The wrongdoer is held accountable and takes regplitysfor their actions. They hay °
agreed that they want to resolve the situationraade on.

Where can it be used? =

Restorative Conferences are widely used in Youfler@fing Service, in courts,
children’s homes, by police and increasingly inch.

How can it be used in schools?

Restorative Conferences or practices can be usedhte inappropriate behaviour ané
conflict between pupils and/or staff. g

Research has shown that Restorative practicesedaice the level of truancy, bullyir
exclusions and violence in schools. It is mostefie if the school develop a whole-
school approach and involve all members of teachimynon-teaching staff and all
pupils to make them aware of Restorative prac@eesgive them the tools to deal w
conflict situations.

It works well as pupils can take ownership of thagtices, using restorative language
to express how someone’s actions are affecting thachthey can also be trained to *®
run their own conferences to resolve issues betwesEnpeers.

The most important aspect is that the processris-fal parties are fully involved in
the process; the harmed person needs a voice anddmgdoer needs to know the .
effect of their actions. They both feel they haviair hearing.

The move from punitive (punishmg to restorative (repairing harm caused) alloue
school to work with pupils, staff, parents and ¢benmunity to develop strong
relationships.

For further information please contact Parent Partrership Service
01905 727940 i

Parent Partnership Service
provide information on:

Special Educational Needs
Provision

Education at Home

Non-Curriculum Issues
Attendance
Exclusions

Disagreement Resolution

Complaints Procedure

Bullying
School Policy
Mediation
Statutory Assessment Proces

Links to other organisations
providing services to children
& young people

Much more...

Information Leaflets and
Factsheets

Special Educational Needs: -

Provision for SEN in
School/Early Years Settings

Parental Request for
Statutory Assessment of SEN
in School/Early Years

Statutory Assessment of SEN

Questions to ask when
considering a school

Guidelines for writing Parental
Advice for
Statutory Assessment

Annual Review of the
Statement of SEN

Disagreement Resolution

What is a Befriender?

Non-Curriculum Issues: -

School Non-Curriculum
Complaints Guidance

Stop Bullying

Exclusions




