
There are 10 steps to adoption: 

Worcestershire County Council’s Adoption
Agency aims to meet the timescales set out in
the Adoption and Children Act 2002 wherever
possible and to deal with applications from
prospective adopters in a timely and sensitive
manner.

1. Initial enquiry – contact the team, we will ask you 
for a few details and will answer any questions that you
may have. 

2. Information meeting – we will tell you about 
becoming an adopter and talk about the reasons why 
children need to be adopted. Information sessions are
held six times per year, approximately every six – eight
weeks. The sessions are designed to give prospective
adopters a clear picture of all aspects of
adoption, including details of children
who need adoptive families, informa-
tion about preparation and assessment.
Our aim is to give you an insight into
what adoption means for the children. 

3. First home visit – A social worker will contact you to
talk about your interest and arrange to visit you at home.
They will discuss your interest further and answer any
questions. We will obtain your consent to making checks
with the Criminal Records Bureau (please see additional
information about the CRB process), and other agencies.
We will also request your agreement to undertake an
adoption health assessment.

4. Adoption preparation - At this stage you attend
group preparation sessions to help you to identify the
skills that you have and to learn more about what is
involved in adoption, especially for the children. We will
ask you to complete an application form before attending
preparation sessions. Adoption preparation group sessions
will usually be held three times a year, depending on the
number of prospective adopters. Experienced adopters
will be there to talk with you. Courses are usually eight
sessions, they will often be held during the working day,
although sometimes sessions will be in the evening or on
a Saturday.

5. Post preparation visit - We will talk with you about
what you learnt from your group preparation sessions and
help you to make a decision about whether adoption is
right for you. Together we may decide that some form of
further individual preparation should take place, such as
gaining experience of caring for children through 
voluntary work. Occasionally applicants will be advised
that the Agency believes that they are unlikely to be 
recommended as suitable to adopt a child, if they were to
proceed with an application.
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“When I first met my daughters, my heart just
melted. I thought love could cure anything, that
isn’t the case. You can give a lot of love, but at
the end of the day they are what they are,
warts and all. You can’t kiss everything away”. 




